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Domestic workers in Karnataka get chance to ‘upskill’, �ght exploitation
The Kaushalya Karnataka scheme aims to improve skills of domestic workers so they can demand better salaries, bene�ts and more job options

Anuradha Nagaraj

Chennai: Karnataka has launched a programme to teach
new skills to domestic workers to help them avoid
exploitation and broaden their job prospects, officials said on
Tuesday.

From cooks, babysitters and gardeners to laundry workers
and carers for the elderly, the “Kaushalya Karnataka”—or
“skilled Karnataka”—scheme aims to improve skills of
domestic workers so they can demand better salaries, benefits
and more job options.

“Domestic workers are the most exploited among the
unorganized sector workers and the scheme wants to change
that,” said Ashraful Hasan, director at the state­run skill
development department.

“Our programme hopes to give a woman cooking in a home
the option of joining a bigger catering service or a maid the
option of being a professional housekeeper.”

There are more than 4 million domestic workers in India, most of them women, according to official data. But campaigners say
there are likely to be millions more in the unregulated sector.

As demand for domestic help across Indian cities has shot up, there have been several high­profile cases of abuse of maids in
recent years, many involving well­off families.

The scheme aims to help domestic workers avoid exploitation and broaden
their job prospects. Photo: HT
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A bill to provide domestic workers with a minimum monthly salary of Rs9,000 and benefits including social security cover and
mandatory time off is awaiting approval in Parliament.

In Karnataka, there are an estimated 300,000 domestic workers, according to Hasan.

While a maid will know how to mop and sweep a floor, the scheme—in which workers will receive up to 10 days’ training—will
teach them about hygiene in the home, how to make a hotel­style bed as well as communication skills, he said.

Domestic workers will also be taught how to operate gadgets now common in many urban Indian homes, like dishwashers,
washing machines and blenders.

Campaigners cautiously welcomed the programme, but said better skills would not necessarily lead to better working conditions.

“These are largely part­time workers who are not considered as professionals by anyone,” said Geeta Menon of the non­profit
Stree Jagruti Samiti that promotes domestic workers’ rights.

“Unless the government connects the skilled worker to progressive employers, the situation will not change.”

The programme aims to create an additional 100,000 skilled workers in Karnataka, providing jobs to unemployed youths and
opening up new opportunities for work overseas, officials said.

Josephine Valarmathi of the National Domestic Workers’ Movement said a government certificate would at least recognise the
“dignity of labour” in the work of maids.

“It’s a start but we have to wait and watch if domestic workers get the dues they have been demanding for years,” she said.
Reuters

First Published: Tue, Jun 27 2017. 08 49 PM IST

EDITOR'S PICKS »

Wimbledon’s best rivalries Nasa rocket creates colourful arti�cial clouds

http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/domestic%20workers
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Karnataka
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/unorganized%20sector
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/skill%20development
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Kaushalya%20Karnataka
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/YiOij9HpwygqydUEtGzUYI/Wimbledons-best-rivalries.html
http://www.livemint.com/Science/SBQOd347bsBBRvb2SZW0fK/Nasa-rocket-creates-colourful-artificial-clouds.html


Privacy Policy Terms of Use Mint Code RSSCopyright © 2017 HT Media Ltd. All Rights Reserved

IndiGo �rst to take off in pursuit of Air India

GST: A game changer for the Indian Economy

How GST impacts auto, real estate, telecom and retail sectors

Home

Companies

Opinion

Industry

Politics

Consumer

Lounge

Multimedia

Money

Science

Education

Sports

Specials

Technology

Mint on Sunday

Contact Us

About Us

Advertising

Sitemap

Subscribe

Mint Apps

Shine

Hindustantimes

Syndication

DesiMartini

Wimbledon’s best rivalries Nasa rocket creates colourful arti�cial clouds

http://www.livemint.com/Object/483E65M2lsKyJBVJaJtj3M/privacypolicy.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/E2pEUrWSb5ByMuUfCFHp3M/termsofuse.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/oY1eoxhTWFNTebOv7Pmg3M/mintcode.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/6dFbaxSRSDKWk4Rit9Gk3M/rssHome.html
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/EENqHKmSOxzAcrvjiJRNxO/IndiGo-expresses-interest-in-Air-India-Jayant-Sinha.html
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/EENqHKmSOxzAcrvjiJRNxO/IndiGo-expresses-interest-in-Air-India-Jayant-Sinha.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/mFT3OOyUtIWjCyRg2wgPeJ/GST-A-game-changer-for-the-Indian-Economy.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/mFT3OOyUtIWjCyRg2wgPeJ/GST-A-game-changer-for-the-Indian-Economy.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/q3JIl1G2gPxrzY3mAJY8nJ/How-GST-impacts-auto-real-estate-retail-telecom-and-retai.html
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/q3JIl1G2gPxrzY3mAJY8nJ/How-GST-impacts-auto-real-estate-retail-telecom-and-retai.html
http://www.livemint.com/
http://www.livemint.com/companies
http://www.livemint.com/opinion
http://www.livemint.com/industry
http://www.livemint.com/politics
http://www.livemint.com/consumer
http://www.livemint.com/leisure
http://www.livemint.com/multimedia
http://www.livemint.com/money
http://www.livemint.com/science
http://www.livemint.com/education
http://www.livemint.com/sports
http://www.livemint.com/specials
http://www.livemint.com/technology
http://mintonsunday.livemint.com/
http://www.livemint.com/Object/Uyx3KLeUKMSYmjl8xO3T3M/contactus.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/141EnEHrj3MSsNLtT8BEaK/aboutus.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/omCLDMD5BNOw9HtnLdbQ3M/advertising.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/yfY9DbaXROhxhhImL9rG1M/sitemapweb.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/o6mURyu9oxYAJoovrnFH1M/subscribe.html
http://www.livemint.com/Object/wC06rVfP6BTPgE8g39MR3M/appsHome.html
http://www.shine.com/
http://www.hindustantimes.com/
http://www.htsyndication.com/
http://www.desimartini.com/
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/YiOij9HpwygqydUEtGzUYI/Wimbledons-best-rivalries.html
http://www.livemint.com/Science/SBQOd347bsBBRvb2SZW0fK/Nasa-rocket-creates-colourful-artificial-clouds.html

